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made her one of Beaumont's top nurses and
a mentor to the generations that have followed
in her footsteps. Mrs. Wagoner’s dedication to
the care and well-being of her patients often
included taking care of the emotional needs of
their family members. Holidays with her own
family often included a family member of a pa-
tient who had nowhere to go.

Mrs. Wagoner has given tirelessly to William
Beaumont Hospital, to her patients, to her col-
leagues and to her family. | am proud to con-
gratulate her on this accomplishment, and
wish her well in a retirement that is so richly
deserved.

————
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
BROADCASTERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITIES
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to formally recognize the contribu-
tion of broadcasters across the country and
from my home state of Georgia. Every com-
munity is impacted by broadcasters, the indi-
viduals who have dedicated their lives to dis-
seminating important information by radio and
television. As north Georgia prepares for
snow, ice and sleet today and tonight—broad-
casters are my constituents’ go-to source for
the latest on road conditions, power outages
and school closings. We turn to broadcasters
first—whether we are in our cars listening to
the radio, or watching the news on television
at home.

There are over 500 local radio and tele-
vision stations in Georgia. In 2014 alone, local
radio and television stations in Georgia pro-
duced over 50,000 hours of original over-the-
air news programming, representing an in-
crease from 2013. Broadcasters have created
over 85,000 jobs in Georgia and the radio and
television industry had an economic impact on
Georgia of over $39 billion in 2012.

COMMENDING THE CITY OF HAT-
TIESBURG FOR DECLARING THE
MONTH OF MARCH AS MARCH
FOR MEALS MONTH

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my sincerest appreciation and admiration
to the City of Hattiesburg, the Honorable
Mayor Johnny Dupree, and all who were in-
volved in declaring the month of March as
March for Meals Month in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi. March for Meals commemorates the
hard-work and selfless dedication of the
MEALS ON WHEELS program, which brings
hot meals to the homes of those in need.

| especially want to acknowledge the men
and women who volunteer and work tirelessly
to ensure that the MEALS ON WHEELS pro-
gram at Christian Services, Inc. is a success.
The program has proven to be a valuable re-
source to older adults and homebound individ-
uals in the City of Hattiesburg and its sur-
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rounding areas. In 2014, over 78,000 meals
were delivered through MEALS ON WHEELS.
Providing hot meals everyday not only meets
the physical needs of the elderly and home-
bound but the smiles and kind words that
MEALS ON WHEELS volunteers bring with
each meal offer joy and hope with each deliv-
ery.
With the increasing need for programs to
feed the homebound and seniors in our area,
Christian Services has partnered with the City
of Hattiesburg and the national MEALS ON
WHEELS “No Senior Goes Hungry” campaign
to raise awareness to the program and its
contribution to the community. On behalf of
the Fourth Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, | wish MEALS ON WHEELS con-
tinued success in their valiant effort to help
their fellow man and commend the City of Hat-
tiesburg for declaring March to be March for
Meals Month.

———

AUTISM SOCIETY OF AMERICA’S
50TH YEAR CELEBRATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to call attention to the Autism Soci-
ety of America’s 50th Year Celebration and
commemorate the organization on five dec-
ades of extraordinary service and effective ad-
vocacy on behalf of the autism community.

In 1964, concerned parents of children with
autism—including Ruth Sullivan, Dr. Bernie
Rimand and Dan Torisky—joined together to
form what is now called the Autism Society of
America. Continuing to implement the vision of
its founders, the Society today is a grassroots
organization that ensures parents have quality
options and the supports necessary for their
child to live and prosper in our communities.

The Autism Society of America and its 104
local and state affiliates work towards one
goal: to help each individual with autism maxi-
mize his or her quality of life.

Having worked with the Society’s remark-
able president Scott Badesch—a tenacious
and wise leader—I can attest to the dedication
and commitment of the organization’s leader-
ship, and its staff and volunteers. Each person
who comes to the Autism Society gains the
knowledge that accompanies 50 years of ex-
perience to help ensure a life of dignity, re-
spect and opportunity.

The organization has played a critical role in
the enactment of many landmark pieces of
legislation for individuals with disabilities—in-
cluding the three laws | have written that pro-
vide federal resources for research, services
and supports for children and adults with au-
tism.

Today, the Society’s mission and work has
never been more important or more timely.
We as a nation are in the midst of a huge yet
largely invisible crisis that begs serious focus
and durable remedies.

| am referring to the aging out crisis.

Every year, 50,000 young people on the au-
tism spectrum matriculate into adulthood and
are in the process of losing essential services.
Individuals with autism in the aging out gen-
eration and their parents find themselves en-
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tering into a system unprepared to meet their
needs, and one that disincentivizes the oppor-
tunity and independence the Society has
worked to achieve.

With the strong support and hard work of
the Society, last Congress, we enacted my
Autism CARES Act which calls for an agency
report that lays the foundation for better ad-
dressing the aging out crisis.

The Society provided extremely valuable
input into my legislation, now P.L. 113-157,
which authorizes $1.3 billion over five years to
continue the critical pipeline of federal re-
search dollars, and was the first piece of en-
acted legislation to address aging out. The Au-
tism CARES Act tasked multiple Federal
agencies to provide a comprehensive study on
the needs of autistic young adults and
transitioning youth and how they can better
shape policies and programs to meet these
needs.

This important law—like so many critical
policy changes over the past 50 years—would
not have been possible without the Autism So-
ciety of America.

| am so proud of and deeply grateful for the
work of all of the volunteers and staff of the
Autism Society of America and their affiliates.
Thank you for your hard work and daily com-
mitment to improving the lives of individuals
with autism.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
85 on H.R. 734, | am not recorded due to in-
clement weather resulting in a travel delay.
Had | been present, | would have voted Aye.

———

WELCOMING ONA  BROWN TO
“MOVING FORWARD AND SET-
TING THE WORLD”

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
welcome Ms. Ona Brown to the annual Black
History Month event “Moving Forward and
Setting the World,” organized by the Canisius
College Academic Talent Search Program.
The Moving Forward and Setting the World
event will feature the African-German Art Exhi-
bition from Homestory, Germany to honor
Black History Month.

The Canisius College Academic Talent
Search Program, the host of this event, has
shaped a positive impact on many Western
New York communities. The program is
among eight federally funded TRIiO programs
established under Title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation act of 1965. The Academic Talent
Search Program provides educational, social
and career support services for individuals
with disadvantaged backgrounds in local
schools and community service organizations.

Ms. Ona Brown, whom | welcome to this
event, has recently been named one of the
top five speakers in the world by Toastmasters
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